Transition Town Kingston Core Group Meeting 		Tuesday, 31st March 2026, Spring Grove
	Present
	Damon (DHD/Chair), Gillian, (GW), Hilary (HG / Secretary), Janine (JM), Paul (PMc), Marilyn (MM) Peter (PJM), Susan (SR), John (JR), Karim (KN)

	Apologies
	Maya (MF), Toni (TI)



	1
	Last meeting’s notes
	Confirmed to publish 

	
2
	
Matters Arising
	
(Actions Completed)

	MM
	Complete
	Decide whether newsletter to be bi-monthly (monthly)

	MM
	Complete
	Arrange to talk about rewilding at April’s Kingston Biodiversity N/W

	PMc
	Complete
	Encourage Kew the Transition to get their own bank account

	GW
	Part-complete
	Advertise specialist repairers on Insta / Facebook (poster created)

	JM
	Complete
	Set up a visit to Recycling / Waste to Energy and invite TTK (21+30 Apr)

	
3
	
TTK Updates
	

	3a
	EG (Energy Group)
	PM told us that at the visit to Octopus, an EG delegation learned of Octopus’s ‘no bills tariff’ for those with a heat pump, battery and solar pvs. Octopus are developing new tech ideas, such as thermal stores with hot water.
DHD has applied for an MCS grant, details circulated by Dan.


	3b
	Abundance
	No activity, due to the season. 


	3c
	CCG (Canbury Community Garden)
	SM updated us that lots of planting is going on, though CCG is struggling with animals (a squirrel) digging plants up. A DofE returnee brought a friend and young families continue to visit. Repairing the beds is becoming necessary.


	3d 
	KE News (Kingston Environment News)
	MM has decided to issue KE News monthly to accommodate green groups who may not plan far ahead. The next issue will be end of April, after our AGM.


	3e
	Recycling Minds
	JM said that they took members of Surbiton Bowls Club on a successful trip to the Energy Recovery Facility. Options for a TTK visit are 21st (12.30pm) and 30th April (up to 2pm). 


	3f 
	Green Chains
	MM is in an info-gathering stage: there’s lots going on, she seems to have found the zeitgeist. For example, there’s a ‘garden biodiversity certificate’ and our own council is spending £22.5K on trees on council property.
Thinking about budget e.g. for signs for front gardens. Info ‘lecterns’ are £1000! MM plans to improve the initiative’s presence on the TTK website.
Its name is still to tbd: a brainstorm will conclude the process at KBN on 22nd April. DHD and HG volunteered to join the working group – a Zoom is planned on 6th April. Mac is keen to join / promote at his exhibition on 10th May / recruit helpers.
A future mapping is likely. PMc and GW can help.


	3g
	RCK (Repair Café Kingston)
	GW has designed an A4 poster to advertise our specialist /one-off sessions, to go on social media and the library shelves. 
Action: GW to ask those featured in photos to confirm their permission to use image / set up Insta / F/B linking. 
There are 200 RCK standard leaflets left.
Action: MM? to get reprinted.
Alan has suggested repairers share insights / ideas amongst themselves. 
Action: GW to prompt on Saturday before the session.
We discussed Linux transfers – we have another form to highlight disclaimers.
Action: HG to check form is in use on Saturday.
MM kindly agreed to continue to advertise RCK general news on the Council website / Kingston Nub news. 


	3h
	Sustainable Transport
	HG reported that the next KCC Family Fun Ride is Sunday, 14th June March from Latchmere Rec. The one in March went well.


	4
	OTHER GROUPS
	

	3a
	Transition Together/

TT London
	Great Big Green Week in June – plan to launch Green Chains (name tbd) to new councillors.
A TT London knowledge exchange get-together is on 24th April .
Action: Damon offered to attend.


	3b
	StWC (Save the World Club)
	Café is now open. StWC returned an £80K profit but security of tenure is still a problem.


	3c
	KEC	
	Mend it in May is in May half-term – see newsletter for details.


	3d
	RBK
	Terezie may show the Parliamentary Briefing for councillors and help the resident who wants to show it publicly.


	3e
	Hive
	PMc has improved the Hive website. Divvya (joined for Green Drinks) and reported that she ran 25 workshops last year for the Happy Kingston project – resilience-art-nature-focused. Some self-selecting, but the best ones were with random attendees, e.g. at the library. Divvya agreed to do a speaker slot at our AGM next month.


	3f
	KEF (Kingston Environment Forum)
	A well-attended meeting was held in March. All are invited to sign up for an art installation(?) ‘Riverdance’ on Friday, 12th June via Audrey Samson in@fraud.la designed to highlight the poor water quality in the Hogsmill.


	4a
	AOB
	We invited Gillian to join the core group and happily she accepted!
We agreed we can’t insure Friends of Fairfields, but we did give them advice instead.
A Friends of Green Spaces forum does exist!
Post-script note from MM:  We agreed some time ago to redesign the TTK flyers as one one-sided A4 poster with quite a lot of continuity from earlier to include, illustrate and name-check all our projects including RCK and the yet-to-be named biodiversity corridors. Hilary will provide the photos, Marilyn will edit and share the text, and Paul will create a design for the printer can work from.  A relatively short run, say 200 as suggested last night, would do for RBK community notice boards, libraries, other display spaces, with QR code to our website for more details.



ACTIONS carried forward & new
	[bookmark: _Hlk225962305]DHD
	Source branded (TTK front, RCK back; M&F; M & XL) teeshirts

	DHD/ PM
	Create videos for EG Eco Homes, with student? To go on YouTube with links on the TTK website

	PMc
	Investigate how to align with Grassroot’s Kingston’s work

	PMc 
	Set up hello@ email address to go to MM & HG 

	DHD
	Get John’s agreement to sewing machine to STWC

	GW
	Ask featured repairers to confirm their permission to use image
Set up Instagram / Facebook linking

	HG 
	Get Mark’s feedback on what RCK does well/could do better

	All
	Prepare AGM reports by 7th April, ideally (14th absolute deadline)
Do short bio and supply mugshot for About Us on TTK website

	MM
	Get RCK leaflets reprinted

	GW
	Instigate sharing session for repairers at next RCK

	HG
	Check form / disclaimer for Linus transfers at RCK

	DHD
	Attend TT London gathering on 24th April

	DHD 
	Book food for AGM

	MM/HG/PMc
	Redesign and publish TTK leaflet as A4 ( see notes above in AOB)



Next meeting 6.30pm before AGM (at 7pm) Tuesday, 28th April, 2026

Transition Town Kingston Core Group Meeti ng      T uesday ,   31 st   March   2026 , Spring Grove  

Present  Damon (DHD/Chair),  Gillian, (GW),  Hilary (HG / Secretary) , Janine (JM) ,   Paul  (PMc) , M a rilyn   (MM) Peter (PJM) , Susan (SR) , John (JR) , Karim (KN)  

Apologies  Maya (MF),  Toni (TI)  

 

1  Last meeting’s  notes  Confirmed to publish   

  2    Matters Arising    (Actions Completed)  

MM  Complete  Decide whether newsletter to be bi - monthly   (mo nthly)  

MM  Complete  Arrange to talk about rewilding at April’s Kingston Biodiversity N / W  

PMc  Complete  Encourage Kew the Transition to get their own bank account  

GW  Part - complete  Advertise specialist repairers on Insta / Facebook   (poster c reated)  

JM  Comp l ete  Set up a visit to Recycling / Waste to Energy and invite TTK   (21+3 0   Apr )  

  3    TT K Updates   

3 a  EG ( Energy  Group )  PM  told us that at the visit to Octopu s , a n EG delegation learned  of  Octopus ’ s  ‘ no bills tariff ’   for those with a heat p ump, battery and sola r pvs .  Octop us are  developing new tech  ideas , such as thermal stores with hot  water.   DH D has applied for  a n MCS  grant,   details  circulated by Dan.    

3 b  Abundance  No  activity, due to the season.     

3 c  CCG ( Canbury  Community  Garden )  SM up dated us   that lots of planting is going on, though  C CG is  s truggling  with ani mals (a squirrel) digging  plants   up.   A DofE returnee brought a  friend and young  families continue to visit . Repairing the beds   is becoming  necessary .    

3 d   KE News  ( Kingston  Environment  News )  MM  has decided to issue KE   News monthly   to accommodate green groups  wh o may  not plan far a head .   The nex t issue will be end of April , after  our  AGM.    

3 e  Recycling Minds  JM said that they took members of Surbiton Bowls Club  on a successful trip  to the Energy Recovery Facility . Options   for a TTK visit are 21 st   (12.30pm)  and  30 th   April   ( up to 2pm) .      

3 f   Green Chains  MM is  in an  info - gathering  stage : there ’ s lots going on ,  she  seem s   to have  found   the  z eitgeist. For example ,   ther e ’ s a  ‘ garden  biodiversity   certi ficate ’   and our own c ouncil is spending £22.5K on trees on council property.   Thinking about bud g et   e.g.  for signs for front gardens .  Info  ‘ l ecterns ’   are  £1000! MM plans to  improve  the initiative ’ s  presence on  the TTK   website .   Its name is still to   tb d : a brainst orm will  conclude   the process   at KBN on  22 nd   April.  DHD and HG volunteered to  join t he working group  –   a  Zoom is  planned on 6 th   April. Mac is ke en to join / promote   at his exhibition on 10 th   May   / recruit helpers .   A future mapping   is likely . PMc and GW can help.    

3 g  RCK ( Repair Café  Kingston )  G W   has designed an A4 poster to advertise our spec ialist   /one - off sessions ,  to go o n social media and the library shelves.   

