HOW TO COMMUNICATE WITH AND PERSUADE POLITICIANS - SOME PRACTICAL TIPS
Petitions, letters, emails, personal contacts, postcard campaigns, demonstrations - there are so many ways to try to influence politicians, local and national, but which work best?  
Choices & research
Petitions to government (see petition.parliament.uk) 
· 10,000 – Govt will respond
· 100,000 – will consider for a Parliamentary debate
MPs: via websites
· They work for you - https://www.theyworkforyou.com/ 
· Write to them - https://www.writetothem.com/ 
Councillors, ward councillors, councillors resp for environmental issues – RBK website:
Find your ward councillors https://moderngov.kingston.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx 
How to petition the Council: https://www.kingston.gov.uk/your-council/decision-making-consultations-committees/petitions 
Responsibilities: https://www.kingston.gov.uk/your-council/representatives/leader-and-portfolio-holders 
AI or not AI?
· Good for research, matching your ask with politicians’ interests, experience
· Not so good for individual/personal voice, reliability
Least effective (low effort):
· Small e-petitions, “clicktivism” (unless v local)
· Postcard campaigns or internet equivalent – standard emails to top and tail
Useful ways to promote your favourite campaigns and good causes: 
Most effective (multiplier effect)
· Visit your MP or ward councillor – take along an “expert” if you need to
· Write a letter or email in your own words, about your own concerns, evidence (get the facts right) – and ask the politician to do something: attend a parliamentary debate and vote; ask a minister a question; come to your event, reply; copy to ?…
· Letters/emails to editors: “ Dear Sir” related to a news item. See https://www.campaigncc.org/letter_to_the_editor Press releases?
Complain? Thank? Suggest? Ask? Inform?
Letters or emails, the formalities:
· Include your address as a constituent
· Be polite and check spelling and grammar
· Keep it formal unless you know them: “Dear … Yours sincerely” “Kind regards” 
More at: https://www.ttkingston.org/ttk-groups-and-projects/campaigning/ (mostly about climate)
